
SCHOOL NEWS 

Message from the Mill  

Weõre on the Web! 

www.puckettsmill.org  

Early Release Conferences  

We are looking forward to having all of you join 

us the week of October 3rd for Parent Confer-

ences. As we all know, to help your child be suc-

cessful in school, we must have a partnership be-

tween home and school. Thank you for taking the 

time to come in to meet with your childõs teacher 

to discuss his/her strengths , weaknesses, and 

plans for helping him/her reach his/her full po-

tential! While you are here, we ask that you take 

the time to visit our Gold Lab to take the Parent 

Perception Survey which can be accessed through 

your Parent Portal account. We want to know our 

strengths and areas of need as well so we can im-

prove. Plus, your responses become part of our 

Weighted School Assessment which helps to rank 

all GCPS schools. We need YOU to participate to 

share the great news about our school!!!  

Red Cross Blood Drive  

The Red Cross Blood Drive will be on Tuesday, 

October 4th from 1:00 pm - 6:00 pm in our 

school cafeteria. To schedule an appointment, 

please return your completed Blood Drive Flyer 

to school by Monday, September 26th. This year, 

AT&T is sponsoring the Pint Size Hero program. 

Each student who recruits 3 or more donors will 

receive a SuperHero t -shirt. The homeroom with 

the most donors recruited (minimum of 5 donors) 

will receive a pizza party!  

 

Field Days  

Thursday, October 6th is Field Day for students 

in grades K, 1, & 2 and on Friday, October 7th, 

3rd & 4th grades get to have fun at their Field 

Day. We are excited about having Field Days 

again in the fall when we can enjoy centers and 

relays without the heat of May and the stress of 

scheduling yet another thing in the spring! Morn-

ings may be cooler this time of year so please 

dress your children accordingly. Layers would be 

perfect. We look forward to many of you joining 

in on these exciting days!  

 

Sparkyõs Trot 

Money collection for the Sparky Trot is well un-

derway!!  After the first week of collection the 

following classes are in the lead.   Kindergarten - 

Randall, 1st Grade- Warren, 2nd Grade - Wilker, 

3rd Grade - Morgan, 4th Grade - Burkingstock, 

5th Grade - Yates.  The ½ mile run will take place 

on October 6 th  and 7th  during field day.   You can 

check out field day times on the Puckettõs Mill 

Website www.puckettsmill.org .  There are won-

derful prizes to be won so donõt forget to bring 

in your donations!   For more information regard-

ing the Sparky Trot, you can view the infomer-

cial on our Puckettõs Mill Website 

(www.puckettsmill.org ).   

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/e199401667/Local%20Settings/Temp/notes2449C2/www.puckett’smill.org
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/e199401667/Local%20Settings/Temp/notes2449C2/www.puckett’smill.org


SCHOOL NEWS 

Weõre on the Web! 

www.puckettsmill.org  

Family Math Night  

Family Math Night 2011/2012 will take parents, 

students, and community members on a òWalk 

thru Math, K -5ó.  We will have five main loca-

tions, each hosting a particular AKS Strand/Skill.  

Parents will leave informed of what happens in 

math from the moment their precious kinder-

gartner enters PMES through the time their in-

dependent preteen leaves for middle school.  

Please join us on October 13th from 6:30PM - 

8:00PM.   

Relay Hat Day  

Donate a minimum of $1 and wear a hat of your 

choice on Friday, October 14th. You and the 

American Cancer Society both benefit!!  

 

Service Club Food Drive  

We will be collecting canned food October 17th - 

21st.  All the food collected will be donated to 

two food pantries in our community.  Thank you 

for your contributions that will assist those in 

need. 

Parent Workshop  

Please join our school counselors for a workshop 

called òBullying Prevention.ó  We will be inform-

ing parents about physical, verbal, relational and 

cyber -bullying.  Come and learn about the pro-

grams at PMES that empower children to pre-

vent bullying.   

Tuesday, October 18 th  Time:  10:00 ð 11:00 

Student Book Club  

We are excited to announce that our after 

school book club begins this month! On Thurs-

day, October 13 th  from 2:45 -3:45 students will 

get together to discuss this monthõs featured 

book. This monthõs featured book for our 2nd-

3rd  grade students is the very funny Diary of a 
Worm  by Doreen Cronin.               

This monthõs featured book for our 4th -5 th  

grade students is the wonderful Enemy Pie by 

Derek Munson.                                

Students who decide to join this monthõs club 

will need to read the book before the meeting 

and bring the book with them to the book club.  

At the club, students will discuss the book with 

their peers and engage in a fun follow up activi-

ty led by one of our teachers.  Watch for a reg-

istration survey to be sent on Monday, October 

3rd. This club will be limited to the first 20 

students that register.  

Hope to see you there!!  

 

Bus Driver Appreciation  

Bus Driver Appreciation Week runs from Octo-

ber 17th  ð 21st, 2011.  The PTA will provide 

breakfast for the bus drivers and the Kinder-

garten classes will be making òThank Youó cards 

to give to their own bus driver.  Being a bus 

driver can be a thankless job at times.   So donõt 

forget to show your appreciation!! They make 

sure our children get to and from school safely!!  

 

Mill Creek Cluster Education Foundation  

Our Cluster Foundation has its major fundrais-

ing event on October 22nd at MCHSéóAn Even-

ing of Excellenceó. Itõs a night of dinner, enter-

tainment and a chance to bid on great auction 

items!! If you are a business partner, parent, or 

person in the  community who may want to spon-

sor a table or donate an item for the auction, 

please contact the school.  



SCHOOL NEWS 

Red Ribbon Week 

October 24th - 28th  

Our theme this year will be "A drug free life 

ROCKS". We have something planned for each 

day of the week. Monday - Red Ribbons will be 

distributed and we will have a special guest visit-

ing PMES. Tuesday - A red chain will be hung be-

tween classrooms that will display our pledge to 

be drug free. Wednesday - Students are asked 

to wear red. Thursday we will celebrate with -  A 

drug free life ROCKS! Wear your silly socks! Fri-

day - One of our PMES staff members will share 

with students about making healthy choices in 

life. Please use this opportunity to talk with your 

children about making smart choices now and in 

the future.  

Candy Gram Sales 

Students can òTreató their friends by purchasing 

Candy Grams for them. Student Council will be 

selling Candy Grams October 24th -28th. These 

special treats will be delivered on Monday, Octo-

ber 31st. The cost is two for $1.  

SPLOST Vote  

Election Day is Tuesday, November 8th. One 

item on the ballot is the Education SPLOST. 

Please read the information provided in this 

edition to learn more about how SPLOST im-

pacts Puckettõs Mill Elementary and other Gwin-

nett County Public Schools.  

Congratulations!  

We received word that Mrs. Hittõs 3rd grade 

class from last year showed extremely well at 

the International School Media Festival. Both 

the Marvelous Monarch Milkweed Makeover and 

Odyssey Rap were winners and Odyssey Rap al-

so won Judgeõs Favorite! Way to integrate tech-

nology and show off all you learned!  

Shoes for the Souls  

Since 2009, 5th grader, McClain Hermes and 

her father have been collecting new and slightly 

used shoes for the Atlanta Mission. This year 

with help from the community in and around 

Hamilton Mill, they are confident they will 

reach their goal of 2,000 pair. Thank you 

McClain for Soaring with Kindness for those in 

need! 

PTA Website  

In November, look for the new PTA web-

site.   You will be able to access the PTA web-

site directly from the Puckettõs Mill Web-

site.   There is so much information we want to 

share to keep parents informed about new com-

mittees and events that we decided to create 

our own site to keep everyone updated .   

Attention: Sparrow Hawk Car Riders  

As the weather is getting cooler in the morning, 

please remember that our school policy is that 

all car riders need to turn off their engines 

while waiting in the car rider lane.  Our school 

and county was recognized for its outstanding 

achievement in clean air initiatives this year.  

Recent data shows that over 50% of our morn-

ing car riders are not abiding by this healthy 

policy. Each day, Americans waste approximate-

ly 3.8 million gallons of gasoline by voluntarily 

idling their cars, and an engine that idles for 10 

minutes yields 90 grams of pollutants like car-

bon dioxide. Plus auto industry experts now say 

that idling is bad for your car.  

Together we can make a difference!  

 

Happy Fall Yõall!!!! 

 



Mon- Tues, 10/3 - 10/4    Early Release, 12:15 pm  

Monday, 10/3     Art Club, 7:00 am  

Tuesday, 10/4     Red Cross Blood Drive, 1 - 6 pm  

Wednesday, 10/5    Chess Club, 3:00 and 4:05 pm  

Thursday, 10/6     Student Council, 7:30 am  

      K- 2 Field Day & Sparkyõs Trot 

Friday, 10/7     3- 4 Field Day & 3 - 5 Sparkyõs Trot 

Monday, 10/10     Student Holiday  

Wednesday, 10/12    Chess Club, 3:00 and 4:05 pm  

Thursday, 10/13     Student Book Club, 2:45 pm  

      Family Math Night 6:30 - 8:00 pm  

Friday, 10/14     Relay for Life Hat Day  

      Progress Reports Issued  

Mon- Fri, 10/17 - 10/21    ITBS for Grades 3 and 5  

      Service Club Can Food Drive  

      Bus Driver Appreciation  

Monday, 10/17     Art Club, 7:00 am  

      Service Club, 3:15 pm  

Tuesday, 10/18     Counselorsõ Parent Workshop, 10 am 

Wednesday, 10/19    Chess Club, 3:00 and 4:05 pm  

Thursday, 10/20     Environmental Club, 7:00 am  

Friday, 10/21     PTA Board Mtg, 10:00 am  

Saturday, 10/22     Mill Creek Foundation Fundraiser  

Mon- Fri, 10/24 - 10/28    Red Ribbon Week  

      Student Council Candy Gram Sales  

Monday, 10/24     Art Club, 7:00 am  

Wednesday, 10/26    Chess Club, 3:00 and 4:05 pm  

Monday, 10/31     Art Club, 7:00 am  

      Fall Dress Up Day   

      21st Century Learning Club, 3:15 pm  
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September 30, 2011 

  

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

  

Gwinnett County Public Schools will be administering the Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) to all third and 

fifth grade students on October 17-21, 2011.  The ITBS is a norm-referenced test that measures student 

achievement in reading, language, mathematics, science and social studies.  In addition, it obtains infor-

mation about how the performance of Georgiaôs students compare with that of students across the nation.  

The results are used locally for evaluation, decision-making, and instructional improvement. 

  

Listed below are the testing dates and areas covered: 

  

ITBS Schedule for Grades 3 & 5: 

 

  

Testing will begin promptly each morning at 8:15 am. During the testing period, you can help your childôs 

performance by stressing the importance of being present and on time each day during testing, and by en-

couraging your child to get enough sleep and eat a healthy breakfast.  

  

Results of the ITBS will arrive in 8-10 weeks. You will receive a parent report explaining the test and your 

childôs scores.  

  

Thank you for your continued support.  Your cooperation during this important assessment period is greatly 

appreciated. 

  

Sincerely, 
Stephanie Stewart 

Monday, 10/17 Reading Comprehension 

Tuesday, 10/18 Written Expression 

Wednesday, 10/19 Math 

Thursday, 10/20 Social Studies, Science 

Friday, 10/21 Vocabulary, Spelling, Capitalization, 

Punctuation, Computation 



Dear Parent/Guardian:  

It has been said that one cannot read what has not first been written. Reading 

and writing are, truly, inherently linked in the process of becoming literate. In 

support of this principle, Gwinnett County Public Schools Language Arts is 

transitioning from spelling instruction in isolation to spelling instruction as part 

of word study instruction. Word study is a conceptual way of thinking about 

how to read and spell words and knowing what those words mean. It is a richer 

and more rigorous way of thinking about words and how we use them.  

Word study has three components: phonics, spelling, and vocabulary. These 

components are powerful tools to help our students learn new words and know 

how to use them in reading and writing. With rigorously-designed instruction 

and assessment, your child will begin to think about how words and their mean-

ings are relevant to their lives both in school and everywhere else.  

We have created a document with more details related to word study and what 

you can expect to see during the school year. This document of frequently asked 

questions is available online at http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/

LanguageartsES.nsf/pages/WordWorkWordStudy0~InstructionalGuide.  

 

With my wishes for your childôs best year yet!  

 

Alicia A. McCartney, PhD  

Director of Language Arts  

 

Parents, 

I also believe that this shift in focus from memorization to application of all 

components of word study will help our students become more effective com-

municators. We are in the process at Puckettôs Mill of making this transition to 

reflect word study in our classrooms versus a traditional spelling approach.  

You will see a significant change in our approach to spelling this year as each 

grade level begins to incorporate more letter patterning and root word 

knowledge into their instruction and into studentsô actual writing. You will also 

begin to see the elimination of the ñFriday Spelling Testò. Memorization does 

not allow students the benefit of deeply understanding the relationship between 

phonics, spelling, and vocabulary. Teachers will continue to assess studentsô 

knowledge but will turn the focus on ensuring students know how to read, spell, 

and understand words within context.  

Please read the frequently asked questions section on the next two pages to help 

you understand what this change will mean for your child and to learn ways you 

can help your child become a better communicator. 

Thank you for your support as we make this transition together. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michelle Farmer 



 Frequently Asked Questions about Word Study  

From Gwinnett County Public Schools Office of Language Arts  

What is word study?  

Word study is a conceptual way of thinking about how to read and to spell words and of knowing 

what those words mean. It is a richer and more rigorous way of thinking about words and how we use 

them. Word study has three components: phonics, spelling, and vocabulary. These components are 

powerful tools to help our elementary school students learn new words and know how to use them in 

reading and writing. Learning how to read and decode patterns in elementary school will serve stu-

dents later as they encounter much more complex words made up of those same patterns.  

How is word study different from spelling?  

Word study includes what we typically think of as ñspellingò. But when students look at parts of 

words and what those parts mean, they are able to see relationships between words that are similarly 

spelled. Word study is much more analytical in nature than traditional spelling instruction, and it re-

quires our students to think more deeply about words and how they are put together. However, stu-

dents will still learn the rules of spelling and how to apply those rules as part of word study.  

How are phonics and spelling related?  

Many of you may recall being taught phonics (the study of letters and the sounds they make) in 

school, and are familiar with this aspect of instruction. Spelling, of course, has been a mainstay of 

classroom practice for many, many years. The integration of phonics and spelling is a natural fit, be-

cause both of them look at patterns in words and how those patterns can be used to read and write new 

words. For example, we use the ñatò pattern to read and spell a whole family of words: bat, cat, mat, 

sat, rat. The advantage in being able to read families of words is that once you learn a pattern, you can 

use it to read and spell many other words, both simple and complex. The more patterns you learn, the 

more words you can read. And these patterns enable our students to begin thinking of spelling as a 

tool to help them communicate their ideas more effectively rather than just memorization for a test.  

I thought vocabulary was about learning definitions. Has this changed?  

We typically think of vocabulary in terms of learning the meanings of new words, and that is still true. 

There will always be some words that are best learned through the use of word games and other activ-

ities that help students make connections between what they already know and what they are learning. 

And sometimes, this means that students must memorize definitions. But there is an even more basic 

level of mastery that also deserves attention: the study of word roots. Roots are patterns that carry 

meaning (for example, hemi, which means half; sphere, which means globe). If we know what the 

pattern means (and can spell it), then we can learn how to read and spell many different words with 

that pattern.  

I have often heard of óroot wordsô. Is this the same thing?  

Words can be made of as many as three different kinds of roots (prefixes, bases, and suffixes). For ex-

ample, the word óunkindlyô is made of three different roots: the prefix ñunò, the base ñkindò, and the 

suffix ñlyò. The term ñroot wordò has been used for decades, but there is really no such thing as a 

ñroot wordò. So in the word ñunkindlyò, ñkindò is the base of the word- not the ñroot wordò.  
 



Why is it so important to study words in this way in elementary school? This sounds like 

something that should be taught in high school.  

Approximately 95 percent of our words in the English language are derived from roots in Latin 

and Greek. So, it makes sense to include an analysis of these roots as part of our word study 

plan. Learning roots makes it easier for children to read new words and know what those words 

mean. For example, the common word automobile means ñself-movingò, which is from both 

Latin and Greek. Imagine the sense of accomplishment our students will experience when they 

come across ñbigò words like this in their reading and can look at the parts of the words and 

know how to read them and understand what they mean! Knowing how to read and understand 

words like this means that our students will be able to understand much more of what they 

read. As a result, they will increase the size of their vocabularies, which in turn, makes it easier 

still for them to read.  

As a parent, what differences can I expect from the usual spelling assignments and tests?  

As we study patterns and roots of words this year, you will see examples of these as part of 

your childôs word lists. Your childôs teacher may call these examples ñkey wordsò, ñtarget 

wordsò, or some other phrase indicating that a pattern or root is being taught. The expectation 

is for students to be able to read and spell new words that contain these patterns or roots. For 

example, the teacher may send home a word list with two new patterns or roots. The class will 

participate in a variety of activities in which they read, write, and study some of these words. 

The teacher may assess for mastery in many different ways, all of which are designed to ensure 

students know how to read, spell, and understand words with these patterns or roots. On a regu-

lar basis, new patterns or roots will be introduced while those previously-taught may be includ-

ed as part of ongoing assessment. Teachers will also monitor writing progress for evidence that 

your child is applying this new skill as he or she writes.  

How will I know that my child is becoming a better reader and speller?  

Ask yourself these questions: Is my child applying knowledge of patterns and roots as he or she 

encounters unknown words while reading? Is my child recognizing patterns in words outside 

the school day (at home, at the grocery store, at the mall)? Is my child spelling new words cor-

rectly in his or her writing? And, is my child using these words and knowledge of what they 

mean in conversations?  

What about sight words? Will my child still learn those?  

The expectation is that all teachers will teach and assess student performance in reading and 

spelling new words using patterns and roots, as well as high frequency sight words (e.g., come, 

said, and where). The need to master high-frequency sight words remains a constant. These 

words are called ñhigh-frequency sight wordsò for a good reason, as there is no good way to 

learn those words other than memorization. They cannot be ñsounded outò or linked to other 

words. And they appear over and over again as part of everything we read as well as what we 

write. Our expectation is that all students master all of these words. Your childôs teacher has a 

list of these words. A list of sight words also is included in the AKS booklet for your childôs 

grade, posted on the AKS/Curriculum quick link of the GCPS website 

(www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us).  



Do you have Sparky Trot fever?   If not, you will after reading the information below!!  

 

DID YOU KNOW???  

Did you know that the money raised during the Sparky Trot (our fall fundraiser) goes directly back into the 

school for new equipment, technology, and educational resources with 10% of your individual class totals going 

back to the classroom?  For example, if your class raises $1000, then $100 stays in the classroom.  

 

WHAT ABOUT THE PRIZES?  

Gone are the days of boomerangs, sweat bands, sticky hands and shoelaces!!!  The money your child brings in can 

earn them prizes everyone wants and can use!!!  

   

For example, if your child raises $50 then they will receive a spirit water bottle and spirit wear shirt or shorts.  

  

BUT WAITéé.. 

If you are planning on turning in $50, then why not turn in $100 because the punch card you earn at $100 current-

ly has over $75 in free services including (Del Rio, Chick -fil -a, Froyolo, Buffaloõs, Tannerõs, Riverside Pizza, Chiliõs, 

Stars and Strikes, and Monkey Joeõs, plus we are still confirming some additional businesses). 

 

SO WHAT DOES THAT MEAN FOR ME?  

By turning in $100 you will receive a spirit water bottle, spirit shirt or shorts, punch card (worth $75 ), and 1 raf-

fle ticket to win one in 4 flip video cameras PER GRADE!!!  So in reality, by turning in $100, you are getting it ALL 

back with these prizes!!  

 

WHAT ELSE???  

Each prize level gets better!!  At $150 you earn everything mentioned at the $100 level PLUS a shoulder slingbag 

and 1 raffle ticket to win an iTouch (1 PER GRADE)  

 

Then at $250 you earn everything at the $150 prize point PLUS a spirit wear sweatshirt and 1 raffle ticket to win 

an iPad and each additional $50 earns you another raffle ticket.  

 

WHAT IF I AM ONE OF THE TOP 5 FUNDRAISERS IN THE SCHOOL?  

Then you will be able to choose from the following GRAND PRIZES.   

Pizza every week for 1 year  

Magical Night of Lights Overnight Stay Package (includes overnight stay for 4, breakfast in the morning, car pass 

to see the lights, and two carnival ride passes)  

Dave and Busters Family Food and Fun Package 

Great Escape Family Package 

Stars and Strikes Family Package  

 

Donõt forget to turn in donations tomorrow and please remember any donation is welcome and appreciated!!   










